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MASTER OF ARTS 
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MRD-004 : RESEARCH METHODS IN RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

Time : 3 hours 
	

Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : (i) 	Attempt all the five questions. 

(ii) All questions carry equal marks. 

(iii) Answers to question nos. 1 and 2 should not exceed 

800 words each. 

1. What do you understand by scientific research ? 20 
Describe the foundations of scientific research. 

OR 

Discuss the main approaches used in critical 20 
social research. 

2. Discuss the tool of questionnaire as a method of 20 

data collection in rural development research. 

OR 

Explain in your own words the main features of 20 
chapters of a research report or dissertation. 
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3. Answer any two of the following questions in 

about 400 words each : 

(a) Describe the characteristics of experimental 1C 

research. 

(b) What is action research ? Distinguish 10 

between action research and applied 

research. 

(c) Explain the main steps of a case study 10 

research method. 

(d) Examine the issues in regard to trust 10 

worthiness and objectivity in naturalistic 

studies. 

4. 	Attempt any four of the following in about 

200 words each : 

(a) Poverty Alleviation Programme as an area 	5 
of rural development research 

(b) Importance of hypothesis 	 5 

(c) Analysis of documents 	 5 

(d) Systematic sampling 	 5 

(e) Observation as a tool of data collection 	5 

(f) Factor analysis in research 	 5 
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5. 	Write short notes on any five of the following in 
about 100 words each : 

(a) Descriptive Research 	 4 

(b) Empirical Enquiry 	 4 

(c) Static Group Comparison 	 4 

(d) Formative Evaluation Research 	 4 

(e) Social Phenothenology 	 4 
(f) Characteristics of a Good Sample 	 4 

(g) Hivariate Analysis 	 4 

(h) Master chart 	 4 
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