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ELECTIVE COURSE : PHILOSOPHY 
BPY-008 : MODERN WESTERN PHILOSOPHY 

Time : 3 hours 	 Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : (i) Answer all five questions. 
(ii) All questions carry equal marks. 
(iii)Answers to question no. 1 and 2 should be in about 

400 words each. 

1. Explain the characteristics of modern thought in 20 
general. What were the influences of renaissance 
and reformation on western thought ? 

OR 

Write an essay on the Kantian concept of 20 
knowledge. 

2. How does Descartes prove the existence of God 20 
and the external world ? Explain. 

OR 

Make a critical analysis of Leibnitz's principle of 20 
sufficient reason and pre-established harmony. 
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3. Answer any two of the following in about 
200 words each. 
(a) Explain Locke's representative theory of 10 

perception. 
(b) How does Spinoza explain the world and 10 

its relation to God ? 
(c) What is the meaning and function of 10 

religion according to Comte ? 
(d) How did the deductive method give way to 10 

the inductive method in the scientific culture 
during enlightenment ? Explain. 

4. Answer any four of the following in about 
150 words each. 
(a) Describe Hegel's concept of the absolute. 	5 
(b) What do you understand by the 	5 

predominance of reason in modern 
philosophy ? 

(c) Write a short note on 'esse est percipi. 	5 
(d) Why does Hume reject abstract ideas ? 	5 
(e) Distinguish between synthetic and analytic 	5 

propositions. 
(f) How does descartes try to resolve the 	5 

relation of mind and body. 

5. 	Write short notes on any five of the following in 
about 100 words each. 
(a) Innate Ideas 	 4 
(b) Subjectivity 	 4 
(c) Helio-centric theory 	 4 
(d) Enlightenment 	 4 
(e) Solipsism 	 4 
(f) Dialectic method 	 4 
(g) Phenomenon 	 4 
(h) Animism 	 4 
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