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Towards mid-day the three pursuers came 

abruptly round a bend in the dry river bed into 

a very broad, spacious valley. The difficult and 
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winding trench of pebbles along which they had 

tracked the fugitives for so long, expanded to a 

broad slope. Together the three men left the 

trail, and rode up to stop on a small hill, the 

two others a little behind the man with the 

silver-studded bridle. 

The scanned the great expanse below them 

with eager eyes. It spread far, with only a few 

clusters of thorn bushes dotted through the 

desolation of yellow grass in the now waterless 

river bed. In the distance lay the bluish slopes 

of the further hills and above them invisibly 

supported, and seeming indeed to hang in the 

blue, were the snowclad mountaintops that 

grew larger and bolder as the sides of the valley 

drew together. But the three men looked only 

steadfastly across the valley. 

The gaunt man with the scarred lip, was the 

first to speak. ‘Nowhere’, he said, with 

disappointment in his voice. 
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The 2023 edition of IPL gets underway from 

tomorrow when defending champions Gujarat 

Titans take on four-times champions Chennai 

Super Kings. The 2023 edition will be a mix of 

the old and the new, returning to the home-

and-away format across 70 matches in the first 

phase, with four knockouts to follow. 

There are also host of new rules for the 2023 

season. For the first time, IPL sides will be 

allowed to make a tactical substitution with an 

and ‘Impact Player’ coming in to bat or bowl as 

needed. This will give teams a chance to bring 

in a substitute player at any time during the 

game. Any Indian player can act as an impact 

player, while an overseas player can only be 

used in the role if the team hasn’t used the full 

quota in the starting XI. As a standard rule, 

IPL teams can contain a maximum of four 

overseas players in its starting line-up. 

For this purpose, the rules around the coin toss 

have been changed. Captains can now confirm a 

starting line-up after the toss, instead of before, 

depending on if they’re batting or bowling first. 

Not everyone is convinced it’s the best way 

forward. 
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