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Government has imposed 50% duty on exports
of molasses, by-product of sugarcane used as
raw material for ethanol manufacturing, from
January 18. It has also extended the existing
concessional duty rates on imports of crude and
refined edible oils, palm, soybean and sunflower
oils, by one year till March 31, 2025. While the
first move will increase the availability of
molasses in the domestic market for
accelerating ethanol production, the second
move aims to ensure edible oils are available at
the current affordable rate. The lower import
duty was to expire in March this year. The
basic import duty on refined soybean oil and
sunflower oil was cut to 12.5% from 17.5%, in
June last year. Earlier, food ministry officials
had said that India has been so far the biggest
exporter of molasses, which is used for ethanol
production. India is the largest molasses
exporter and they key importers included the
Netherlands, Philippines, Vietnam, South
Korea, and Italy.
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A ¢ The recent survey found that more than

90 per cent of the children in the age group of
14-18 years reported having used social media
in the reference week on their smartphones at
home, with a slightly higher proportion of
males (93.4 per cent) than females (87.8 per
cent). The survey conducted in 28 rural districts
across 26 states of the country found that only 9
per cent of the children reported to having a
computer at home and 85 per cent of them

knew how to use it. In 2017 when such type of
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survey was last conducted, use of internet and
computers was much lower with 28 per cent
having used the internet and 26 per cent
having used computers, while 59 per cent had
never used a computer. Nearly two-thirds of the
children, who can use a smartphone, said they
have used it for education-related activity, such
as watching online videos related to studies,
solving doubts or exchanging notes amongst
their peer group students. Nearly 80 per cent of
the surveyed children reported having used
their smartphones for entertainment related

activities.
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