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MEC-109 : RESEARCH METHODS IN ECONOMICS 

 Time : 3 Hours    Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : Attempt questions from each Section as per 

instructions given.   

Section—A 

Note : Attempt any two questions from this 

Section in about 700 words each. 2×20=40 

1. What do you mean by the term Hypothesis ? 

What are its sources ? Which steps are involved 

in testing a hypothesis ? 

2. Distinguish between the Quantitative and 

Qualitative Data. Discuss the various scales to 

measure the data. 
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3. Using suitable examples, explain the following 

data collection methods : 

(a) Stratified random sampling 

(b)  Purposive sampling 

4. What is Composite Index ? Explain the steps 

involved in construction of a composite index. 

Section—B 

Note : Attempt any five questions from this 

Section in about 400 words each. 5×12=60 

5. Explain the significance of normal distribution 

assumption in regression analysis. 

6. What is Correspondence Analysis ? How useful 

is this technique to analyse the grouped and 

ungrouped data ? 

7. What is the technique of Focus Group Discuss 

(FGD) ? How useful is it to evaluate the 

implementation of MGNREGA in a village ? 

8. What information is required to examine the 

impact of air pollution on health of citizens of a 

metropolitan city ? 
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9. How useful is the value of adjusted R-square 

2(R )  in evaluating a statistical fit ? Illustrate.  

10. What are the characteristics of Action  

Research ? Explain its utility for policy making. 

11. Differentiate between any three of the  

following : 

(a) Life history and narratives 

(b) Sampling and non-sampling errors 

(c) Instrumentalism vs. Realism 

(d) Positive and normative measures of 

inequality 

(e) Research design and research methods 
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