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Note : This question paper has three Sections. The 

students have to attempt any two questions 

in about 500 words each from Section I, any 

four questions in about 250 words each 

from Section II and any two short notes in 

about 100 words each from Section III. The 

marks are mentioned against each question. 

Section—I 

1. Discuss Palaeolithic and Mesolithic cultures 

highlighting the tools and subsistence patterns.  
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2. What were the main features of society, polity, 

economy and religion in the early Vedic  

period ?   20 

3. Explain the nature of early state formation in 

the Deccan.  20 

4. Trace the process of the emergence of the 

Mahajanapadas. Discuss their main features.20 

Section—II 

5. Examine the nature of contacts of the  

Harappan with the outside world. 12 

6. Explain the factors which led to the rise of 

Buddhism and Jainism. 12 

7. Describe the central administration of the 

Mauryan Empire. 12 

8. Examine the characteristics of Stupa 

architecture. 12 

9. Compare the main features of the Gandhara 

and Mathura schools of sculptural art. 12 

10. What were the causes of the rise of Magadha ? 

12 
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11. Discuss the origin and economic implications of 

land grants in the post-Gupta period. 12 

12. Write a note on the growth of Tamil language 

and literature during the ancient period. 12 

Section—III 

13. Write short notes on any two of the following in 

about 100 words each : 6+6 

(a) Polity in post-Vedic period 

(b) Indo-Greeks 

(c) Ashoka’s Dhamma 

(d) Samudragupta 
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