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BACHELOR’S DEGREE PROGRAMME 

(BDP) (PHILOSOPHY)   

Term-End Examination 

June, 2024 

BPY-009 : CONTEMPORARY WESTERN 

PHILOSOPHY 

Time : 3 Hours     Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : (i) Answer all the five questions. 

 (ii) All questions carry equal marks.  

 (iii) Answer to Question No. 1 and 2 should 

be in about 400 words each. 

1. Elucidate and critically explain the distinction 

among id, ego and superego. Discuss with 

reference to Sigmund Freud. 20 

Or 

Elucidate and critically examine the 

contribution of Ludwig Wittgenstein and 

Strawson towards ordinary language 

Philosophy.  20 
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2. What is Jacques Derrida’s view about 

Logocentric discourse ? Explain. 20 

Or 

Why did Edmund Husserl want to establish 

philosophy as a rigorous science ? Explain. 20 

3. Answer any two of the following questions 

about 200 words each : 

(a) What does Heidegger mean by saying that 

there is no ‘ego’ or ‘subject’ but there is 

only ‘Dasein’ ? Explain. 10 

(b) Explain the ‘Tool use model of Language’ 

as enumerated by Ludwig Wittgenstein’s 

‘Philosophical Investigations’.  10 

(c) What is the significance of Overman in 

Nietzsche’s philosophy ? Explain. 10 

(d) What are the fundamental characteristics 

of pragmatism ? Discuss with reference to 

William James’s conception of  

pragmatism. 10 

4. Answer any four of the following questions in 

about 150 words each : 

(a) Explain briefly the difference between 

Being in itself and Being for itself with 

reference to Sartre. 5 
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(b) What approach do logical positivists take 

towards Ethics ? Explain briefly. 5 

(c) What does Gilbert Ryle mean by ‘category 

mistake’ ? Explain. 5 

(d) Explain briefly the significance of ‘Epoch’ 

in Husserlian phenomenology. 5 

(e) Give an account of Michel Foucault’s 

concept of evolution of social perception of 

madness. 5 

(f) Give an account of Karl Marx’s theory of 

alienation. 5 

5. Write short notes on any five of the following in 

about 100 words each : 4 each 

(a) Behaviourism 

(b) Difference 

(c) Semiotics 

(d) Oedipus Complex 

(e) Language Game 

(f) Eidetic Reduction 

(g) Instrumentalism 

(h) Fallibilism 
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(Semiotics)

(Instrumentalism)

(Fallibilism) 
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