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Growing up disabled, you get fed up with people
asking you to be brave, as if you have a courage
account on which you are too lazy to draw a
cheque. The only thing that makes you stronger
1s seeing somebody like you, achieving
something huge. Then you know how much is
possible and you reach out further than you
ever thought you could." “I haven’t been brave,”
said his disembodied computer-voice, the next
afternoon. “I've had no choice.” Surely, I wanted
to say, living creatively with the reality of his
disntegrating body was a choice ? But I kept
quiet, because I felt guilty every time I spoke to
him, forcing him to respond. There he was,
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tapping at the little switch in his hand, trying
to find the words, on his computer with the only
bit of movement left to him, his long, pale
fingers. Every so often, his eyes would shut in
frustrated exhaustion. And sitting opposite him
could feel his anguish, the mind buoyant with
thoughts that came out in frozen phrases and
sentences stiff as corpses.

REI

Delhi Capitals head coach Ricky Ponting said
the move would almost negate the need for all-
rounders. “This rule almost negates the role of
allrounders,” Delhi Capitals head coach and
former Australia captain Ricky Ponting said.
“Unless they are absolutely world class, and are
getting picked either as batsman or bowler, not
sort of bits and pieces guys, I don’t think we
will see many teams this season who actually
use all-rounders that might bat at No. 7 and
bowl an over or two.

The England all-rounder became the most
expensive ever buy in the players’ auction in
December by returning to Punjab Kings for 185
million Indian rupees ($2.25 million).

In another important change, a time penalty
has been introduced to control over rates. Like
in international T-20 and one-day international
cricket, the number of fielders outside the
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30-yard circle will be reduced if the fielding
team fails to finish its overs in the stipulated
time.

The IPL will also break new ground in terms of
its broadcast. For the first time in Indian
cricket, there wilt be two different broadcasters
involved in taking the action to audiences.
Disney Star retained television rights for the
2023-2027 period and Viacom18 entered into
the market with digital rights for the same five-
year cycle in deals that were worth about
$6 billion for the Board of Control for Cricket in
India, which runs the IPL. Top Indian players
Rishabh Pant (Delhi), dJasprit Bumrah
(Mumbai) and Shreyas Iyer (Kolkata Knight
Riders) are missing the IPL this year due to
injury, while England batsman Jonny Bairstow
(Punjab) is still recovering from surgery.
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