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ELECTIVE COURSE : SOCIOLOGY 

ESO-15 : SOCIETY AND RELIGION 
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Note :  This question paper has three Sections. 

Attempt the questions as instructed in 

each Section. 

Section—I 

Note : Answer any two of the following questions 

in about 500 words each. 

1. Critically examine the evolutionary theories of 

religion.   20  
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2. Examine the significance of ritual behaviour as 

it occurs in everyday life. 20 

3. Describe differences between magic, science 

and religion. 20 

4. Describe the essential features of Veer-

Shaivism.  20 

Section—II 

Note : Answer any four of the following questions 

in about 250 words each.  

5. Differentiate between sect and cult. 12 

6. Discuss the social significance of the Bhakti 

tradition in India. 12 

7. Differentiate between Fundamentalism and 

Communalism. 12  

8. Outline in brief the main features of 

Christianity. 12 

9. Discuss the life cycle rituals of the Birhor tribe 

of India.   12 

10. Explain the cyclical view of rituals. 12 
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11. Write a short note on spread of Sufism in India.  

12 

Section—III 

Note : Answer any two of the following questions in 

about 100 words each. 

12. List out the social significance of religious 

festival.   6 

13. Explain the notion of animism. 6 

14. Describe the concept of ‘Taboo’. 6 

15. Write a brief note on the philosophy of 

Ramkrishna Mission. 6 
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