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During this period, plays depicting the
new society and the new culture were written.
‘Neel Darpan’, a Bengali play on the terrible
conditions of labourers in plantations, was
written in 1860 by Dinbandhu Mitra. Parsi
theatre started in Bombay in the nineteenth
century. At this time, films were something
new. The first totally Indian made film was
‘Raja Harishchandra’ in 1913, by Dadasaheb
Phalke. Like all early films, this was also a
silent film. Soon, the first Indian talking film,
Alam Ara was produced in 1931 in Hindi.
Films in other Indian languages followed.
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