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MASTER OF ARTS (HISTORY) (MAH) 

Term-End Examination 

June, 2020 

MHI-006 : EVOLUTION OF SOCIAL STRUCTURES 

IN INDIA THROUGH THE AGES 

Time : 3 Hours 	 Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : Answer any five questions in about 

500 words each. Attempt at least two 

questions from each Section. All questions 

carry equal marks. 

Section—A 

1. Why- is interpretation important in history ? 

Write a short note on studying archaeology. 20 

P. T. O. 
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2. Critically examine the role of rituals in the 

Vedic texts. 	 20 

3. Discuss the emergence of guilds in the early 

historic period. What was their structure and 

organization ? 	 20 

4. Examine the proliferation of castes (jatis) in the 

early medieval period. Was it limited to one 

particular region of the subcontinent ? 	20 

5. Write short notes on any two the following in 

about 250 words each : 	 10 each 

(a) Social structure of early food producing 

societies 

(b) Ajivikas and Lokayats 

(c) Tinai concept 

(d) Role of temples in the early medieval 

period in the peninsular India 
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Section—B 

6. Who were Balutedars ? Examine their position 

in the rural society. 	 20 

7. Examine the interpretations of B. D. 

Chattopadhyaya and Norman Ziegler on the 

formation of Rajputs as a group. 	 20 

8. 'Caste is the invention of colonial modernity 

or a legacy of Brahmanical traditions.' 

Comment. 	 20 

9. Comment on the making of 'Criminal Tribe' 

ideology. What were the provisions of Criminal 

Tribes Act (1871) ? 	 20 

10. Write short notes on any two of the following in 

about 250 words each : 	 10 each 

(a) Historiographical debates pertaining to the 

medieval Indian rural society 

P. t O. 
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(b) Political role of the Sufis in the Deccan 

(c) International migrations in the 19th 

century 

(d) 19th century Social Reforms 
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