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2. (a) Pv-ircii(sicl 	f‘-q arfqg .w1177 	10 
With European market not showing 
any signs of immediate recovery from 
slow down, Sweedish luxury car 
maker Volvo has shifted its focus on 
Asian markets to accelerate its 

business. 

The fast moving, agile (71-0T) snake 
hates confrontations, but when unable 

to flee, it defends itself ferociously. 

The External Affairs Ministry also 
affirmed that a group of Public Sector 
Units need to be identified which can 
join hands and make investments 
abroad based on commercial 

decisions. 
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(iv) Some workers complained that the 
building had developed cracks last 
evening, but they were not able to 
evacuate as they were forced back by 
their managers. 

(v) A parliamentary standing committee 
on HRD has objected to the provision 
of automatic promotion till class VIII 
under Right to Education (RTE). 
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(a) In a statement to mark World Malaria Day 
(April 25) the WHO (World Health 
Organization) says more funds are needed 
to ensure that more people, especially those 
living in high risk areas, have access to long 
lasting insecticidal ( chl Rich ) nets, rapid 
diagnostic ( 	74*ff) tests and laboratory 
equipments to test the disease. There is a 
critical need to invest in strengthening 
technical and managerial capacities. In 
addition funds are needed for (i) research 
to develop new drugs and new tools to 
control outdoor transmission and (ii) to 
design innovative (7 "StViTT 	3TTtiftff) 
delivery mechanism ( ro,tHRO-T) to control 
malaria among migrant workers and hard 
- to - reach (1{-qtiA .1. ) populations. Those 
most vulnerable to malaria include tribal 
communities, migrant populations, farmers 
and those working in the development 
projects such as agro farmestry, hydropower 
dams, roads, irrigation projects, mining and 
rubber plantations. 

(b) Seven people were killed and, dozens 
injured and many homes destroyed when 
a powerful earthquake struck eastern 
Afghanistan on Wednesday. The quake 
measured at magnitude of 5.6 by the US 
Geological Survey sent people rushing from 
their homes in worst-hit areas and was felt 
in Afghan capital Kabul and in Islamabad 
in neighbouring Pakistan. 
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It struck at 09.25 GMT at a depth of 
62 kilometres, with its epicentre ( aifte) 
24 km northwest of Jalalabad near Pakistani 
Border, the US Geological survey said in its 
revised update. 

One person was killed and one injured 
in neighbouring kunar province and many 
homes destroyed. Afghanistan is frequently 
hit by earthquakes, especially in the Hindu 
Kush mountain range which lies near 
juncture of the Eurasian and Indian tectonic 
plates ( racoirict) tifF1). 

(c) Astronomy lovers are in for a celestial 
( 	) treat (4-1-NAi 3-1T9) as a partial 
lunar eclipse will be visible from across the 
capital late on Thursday night. According 
to Nehru Planetarium Director astronomy 
lovers can view the eclipse either through 
their naked eyes or telescopes and can also 
capture images of the moon with their 
cameras. A curious feature of this eclipse is 
that a miniscule (WS7 47) fraction of about 
1.4 percent will be falling within the shadow 
of earth. The partial phase of eclipse will 
last only for 26 minutes and 55 seconds. 
The umbral (3T0f7) shadow of the earth 
barely grazes past (147cit cbt4), 	*77 

Tim) the moon, thereby making it a minimal 
eclipse. 

Celestial lovers have to be prepared 
for the fact that there will be a minute area 
on the moon which will appear to turn 
barely sooty as shadow of earth falls on it. 
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(d) Unable to stand the rising temperature and 
falling moisture in forests, the snake - eating, 
shy and highly venomous King Cobras are 
sneaking out of forests to find comfort in 
human settlements lying on the edges of 
Western Ghats. 

In just a month about a dozen 
sightings of King Cobras have been reported 
from villages lying close of forests. In one 
of the panchayat areas local people say that 
they have encountered close to ten King 
Cobres. 

The failure of two consecutive 
monsoons has led to water shortage in the 
forests, loss of moisture in the ground, and 
rise in the Outside Temperature forcing may 
wild animals to seek cooler locales. Forest 
fires also send them scrambling for escape. 
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