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BACHELOR'S DEGREE PROGRAMME 
(BDP PHILOSOPHY) 

Term-End Examination 

June, 2016 

ELECTIVE COURSE : PHILOSOPHY 

BPY-008 : MODERN WESTERN PHILOSOPHY 

Time : 3 hours 	 Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : (i) Answer all five questions. 

(ii) All questions carry equal marks. 

(iii) Answers to question no. 1 and 2 should be in about 

400 words each. 

1. Narrate the history of the modern period and 20 
explain the major features of modern thought. 

OR 

What was the explanation of Descartes on the 20 
relation between mind and body ? Why did his 
explanation become a philosophical problem ? 

2. According to Kant, how do we get knowledge ? 20 
Discuss. 

OR 

What is idealism ? Explain Hegel's concept of 20 
idealism. 
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3. Answer any two of the following in about 
200 words each : 
(a) What are the different aspects and 10 

influences of the Enlightenment ? 
(b) Explain the doctrine of pre-established 10 

harmony. 

(c) Give a critical appraisal of empiricism. 	10 
(d) What are the salient features of Comte's 10 

religion of humanity ? 

4. Answer any four of the following in about 
150 words each : 
(a) What is Copernican revolution ? 	 5 
(b) Examine the uniqueness of Spinoza's 	5 

concept of God. 
(c) How did Locke differentiate secondary 	5 

qualities from primary qualities ? 
(d) Why did Berkeley reject abstract ideas ? 	5 
(e) What are the postulates of morality 	5 

according to Kant ? 
(f) What is dialectic method ? 	 5 

5. Write short notes on any five of the following in 
about 100 words each : 
(a) Rationalism 	 4 
(b) Innate ideas 	 4 
(c) Impression 	 4 
(d) Synthetic a priori 	 4 
(e) Positivism 	 4 
(f) Renaissance 	 4 
(g) Monads 	 4 
(h) Substance 	 4 
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