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BACHELOR'S DEGREE PROGRAMME 
(BDP PHILOSOPHY) 

Term-End Examination 
June, 2014 

ELECTIVE COURSE : PHILOSOPHY 

BPY-009 : CONTEMPORARY WESTERN 
PHILOSOPHY 

Time : 3 hours 	 Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : 

(i) Answer all five questions. 

(ii) All questions carry equal marks. 

(iii) Answers to questions no. 1 and 2 should be 
in about 400 words each. 

1. How does Freud divide the structure of human 
personality ? Explain with reference to the 
psycho-analytic theory. 	 20 

OR 

Give an account of the different periods in the 
development of Husserlian phenomenology. 	20 
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2. Critically examine the contributions and 
limitations of post-modernism. 	 20 

OR 

Give an account of the major thrusts of logical 
positivism. 	 20 

3. Answer any two of the following in about 
200 words each : 

(a) Give an account of the main sub-divisions of 
continental philosophy. 	 10 

(b) Examine Heidegger as a critique of Western 
metaphysics. 	 10 

(c) Explain briefly "language games" of 
Wittgenstein. Examine how it is a 
rule-governed activity. 	 10 

(d) Evaluate Habermas' contribution to critical 
theory. 	 10 

4. Answer any four of the following in about 
150 words each : 
(a) Bring out the major characteristics of 

alienated labour. 	 5 
(b) What do you understand by 'the death of 

God' according to Nietzsche ? 	 5 
(c) What is 'Leap of faith' according to 

Kierkegaard ? 	 5 
(d) Explain briefly Derrida's concept of 

difference. 	 5 
(e) Write a short note on John Dewey's 

conception of Pragmatism. 	 5 
(f) Explain briefly the private language 

argument of Wittgenstein. 	 5 
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5. Write short notes on any five of the following in 
about 100 words each : 

(a) Atomic Facts 	 4 

(b) Family Resemblance 	 4 

(c) Fusion of horizons 	 4 

(d) Life-World 	 4 

(e) Intentionality 	 4 

(0 Oedipus complex 	 4 

(g) Language as Discourse 	 4 

(h) Historical Materialism 	 4 
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