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BACHELOR’S DEGREE PROGRAMME
(BDP PHILOSOPHY) ’

= Term-End Examination
June, 2014
ELECTIVE COURSE : PHILOSOPHY
BPY-008 : MODERN WESTERN PHILOSOPHY

Time : 3 hours Maximum Marks : 100

Note :
(i) Answer all five questions.
(i) All questions carry equal marks.

(iii) Answers to questions no. 1 and 2 should be in
about 400 words each.

1. Explain the chief characteristics of Modern
Western Philosophy.

OR

Examine the contributions of Descartes as the
father of Modern Western Philosophy.
2. Give an account of Hegel’s Dialectic Method.
OR

What is Enlightenment ? Highlight the
significance of the Enlightenment for Western
Philosophy.
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3. Answer any fwo of the following in about
200 words each :

(a) Describe the salient features of Comte’s

Religion of Humanity. 10
(b) Why did Leibnitz consider this world as the

best of all possible worlds ? 10
(¢) Discuss Hume’s Skepticism. 10

(d) What did Berkeley mean by “Esse Est
Percipi” ? , 10

4. Answer any four of the following in about
150 words each :

(a) Briefly explain the theory of Innate Ideas. 5
(b) Describe briefly Leibnitz’s cosmological
argument for the existence of God. 5
(¢) Distinguish between primary and secondary
qualities in Locke’s philosophy. 5
(d) How does Berkeley refute materialism ? 5

(e) What are the two phases of Modern Western
Philosophy ? 5

() What are the postulates of morality
according to Kant ? 5
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8. Write short notes on any five of the following in
about 100 words each :

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)
(e)

®
(g
(h)
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Logical Positivism
Critique of Pure Reason

Existentialism

L N N

P.F. Strawson’s approach to metaphysics

Locke’s refutation of the theory of Innate
ideas

Impressions and Ideas
Two types of modes according to Spinoza

Pre-Established Harmony
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