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BACHELOR'S DEGREE PROGRAMME 
C) 
	

(BDP PHILOSOPHY) 

CD 
	 Term-End Examination 

June, 2013 

ELECTIVE COURSE : PHILOSOPHY 

BPY-009 : CONTEMPORARY WESTERN 
PHILOSOPHY 

Time : 3 hours 	 Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : (i) Answer all five questions. 

(ii) All questions carry equal marks. 

(iii) Answer to question no. 1 and 2 should be in about 
400 words each. 

1. Explain the basic tenets of Marxism and discuss 20 
the relevance of Marxism today. 

OR 

Why did Nietzsche declare the death of God ? 20 

Discuss Nietzsche's notion of 'will to power'. 

2. What do you understand by 'ordinary language 20 

philosophy' ? Elucidate Gilbert Ryle's contribution 
to ordinary language philosophy. 

OR 

Discuss in detail verifiability theory of meaning. 	20 
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3. 	Answer any two of the following in about 200 

words each. 

(a) 
Describe the three stages of existence as 

discussed in the philosophy of Kierkegaard. 

(b) Examine the notion of pure phenomenology 

in Husserlis philosophy. 

(c) Discuss the Foxcaultian notion of 'madness'. 10 

(d) Explain psychoanalytical theory of 10 

Sigmund Freud. 

4. 	Answer any four of the following in about 150 

words each. 

(a) Explain Pierce's theory of Pragmatism. 	5 

(b) Discuss Wittgenstein's picture theory of 	5 

meaning. 

(c) Write a note on John Dewey's theory of 	5 

instrumentalism. 

(d) What do you understand by existentialism ? 	5 

(e) What do you understand by 5 

'metanarratives' ? 

(f) 
How does Ricoeur explain language as 

discourse ? 

10 

10 
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5. 	Write short notes on any five of the following in 
about 100 words each. 

(a) Critical theory 	 4 

(b) Private language 	 4 

(c) Sign 	 4 

(d) De-construction 	 4 

(e) Epoche 	 4 

(f) Fallibilism 	 4 

(g) German Idealism 	 4 

(h) Elimination of Metaphysics 	 4 
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5. 	&77 tit-a-979f TTT (1 41117 100 TOR( fa-apt ---1-fA7 I 

(a) ci -c1-110-1ch #1----4i-u (Critical theory) 	 4 

(b) ctc-► 4 ► cf %ITT 	 4 

(c) (Sign) 	 4 

(d) ratsiusi 	 4 

(e) (Epoche) 	 4 

(f) frfulTqg (Fallibilism) 	 4 

(g) 4 

(h) 	 15U9. 	 4 
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