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After the decline of Vijayanagar Empire, 

many of the Artists, poets, dancers and musicians 

moved to the Court of Tanjore, where they 

received princely patronage of Achyuta of Tanjore 

in 1600 A.D. They presented a play before him. 

He gifted the Achyutapuram, an Agraharam, 

which today goes by the name of Melattur. Even 

to this day Bhagavata Melas stage Telugu 

Yakshganas. 

Some of the Kuchipudi artists stayed back 

in their ancestral village in the Andhra Region. 

Since they lacked patronage, they cultivated lands 

which provided them a meagre produce to live 

on. The Circar districts in Andhra were later taken 

by the Golconda Nawabs, and Kuchipudi Village 

fell under their rule. 
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