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MASTER OF ARTS (SOCIOLOGY) 

(MSO) 

Term-End Examination 

December, 2023 

MSO-001 : SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES  

AND CONCEPTS 

Time : 3 Hours     Maximum Marks : 100 

Note :  Answer any five of the following questions 

in about 500 words each. Answer at least 

two questions from each Section. All 

questions carry equal marks.   

Section—I 

1. ‘Social structure is a reality.’ Discuss with 

reference to the perspective of Radcliffe-Brown. 

20 
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2. Explain the concept of neo-functionalism. 

Discuss its merits and limitations. 20 

3. Discuss how power operates in local 

communities. 20 

4. What did Weber mean by ‘disenchantment’ ? In 

what way does it influence economic progress ? 

20 

5. Discuss the sociological understanding of 

power. Outline the main sources of power. 20 

Section&II 

6. What do you understand by ‘modernity’ ? 

Explain with reference to the perspective of 

Anthony Giddens. 20 

7. Can there be a society without classes ? 

Critically discuss. 20 

8. What are the main propositions of Davis and 

Moore’s perspective on social stratification ? 20 
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9. What is ethnicity ? Explain the instrumentalist 

approach to the understanding of ethnicity. 20 

10. Critically discuss the role of civil society in 

democratic governance. 20 
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