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BACHELOR’S DEGREE PROGRAMME 

(BDP) ( B. A. PHILOSOPHY) 

Term-End Examination 

December, 2023 

ELECTIVE COURSE : PHILOSOPHY 

BPY–008 : MODERN WESTERN PHILOSOPHY 

Time : 3 Hours     Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : (i)  Answer all the five questions. 

  (ii) All questions carry equal marks. 

 (iii) Answers to the Question Nos. 1 and 2 

should be in approximately 400 words. 

1. Elucidate and discuss Immanuel Kant’s 

transcendental idealism. 20 

Or 

Write an essay on John Locke’s theory of 

knowledge.   

2. Explain Leibnitz’s proof for existence of God. 20 

Or 

Why can’t knowledge gained through sense 

experience be trusted according to Descartes ? 

Explain.    
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3. Answer any two of the following questions in 

approximately 200 words each :  

(a) Explain Descartes’ view on ‘Innate ideas’.   

10  

(b) In what sense did Philosophy of 

Enlightenment lead to new philosophical 

beginning ? Explain.  10 

(c) What did Comte mean by religion of 

humanity ? Discuss. 10 

(d) What kind of problem is problem of 

freedom according to David Hume ? 

Elaborate. 10 

4. Answer any four of the following questions in 

approximately 150 words each :  

(a) What are the salient features of 

‘Empiricism’ ? 5 

(b) What are the different stages of Hegel’s 

dialectic method ? 5 

(c) Describe ‘Esse est percipi’ of Berkeley. 5 

(d) What is the difference between categorical 

imperative and hypothetical imperative 

according to Immanuel Kant ?  5 

(e) Explain what John Locke meant by saying 

that mind is a tabula rasa.  5 

(f) What differentiates impressions from ideas 

according to David Hume ? 5 
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5. Write short notes on any five of the following in 

approximately 100 words each :  

(a) Solipsism 4 

(b) Subjective idealism 4 

(c) Principle of Pre-established harmony  4 

(d) Instrumentalism 4 

(e) Inductive method 4 

(f) Pantheism 4 

(g) Descartes’ methodic doubt 4 

(h) Democracy 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  



 [ 4 ] BPY–008 

   

      BPY–008 

2023

–008

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 



 [ 5 ] BPY–008 

  P. T. O. 

5 



 [ 6 ] BPY–008 

   

;

]

 

 

 

 

BPY–008   


