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RHI-103 : STUDY OF SOURCE MATERIAL 

Time : 2 Hours     Maximum Marks : 50 

Note : Answer any two questions in about  

600 words each. All questions carry equal 

marks.  

1. Differentiate between primary and secondary 

sources. Can primary sources be treated 

unbiased and accurate ? Examine with suitable 

examples.  25 

2. Critically examine the growth of Arabic and 

Persian cartography. Comment on the 

relevance of cartography as a tool for research 

in History.  25 
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3. Discuss the early census. What were its 

limitations ? 25 

4. Comment and analyse the following passage for 

the „Journey‟ of Francis Buchanan–Hamilton of 

Mysore, Canara and Malabar : 25 

“Each nation again is divided into the sects of 

Smartal, A’ayngar, or Sri Vaishnavam, and 

Madual; but in one nation one sect is more 

prevalent than in another. A difference of sect 

does not properly constitute a difference of 

caste; as the son of a Smartal may become a 

worshipper of Vishnu; and, on the contrary, an 

A’ayngar may become a follower of the Sringa-

giri college; but such changes are not common. 

The Smartal and Madual eat together, and 

intermarry, although the one worships Siva 

and the other Vishnu; and on such occasions 

the woman always adopts the religion of her 

husband, which seems to be a proof of a great 

degradation of the sex, who are not considered 
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as worthy to form an opinion of their own on a 

point of this importance. The Sri-Vaishnavam 

or A’ayngar will not marry, nor eat with a 

Madual, although they both worship Vishnu; 

and still be will they have any communication 

with a Smartal; which arises, however, not 

from any difference in caste, but from a hatred 

to the doctrines entertained by these sects.” 
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