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MASTER’S DEGREE IN ECONOMICS
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MEC-109 : RESEARCH METHODS IN ECONOMICS
Time : 3 hours Maximum Marks : 100

Note: Attempt questions from each section as per
instructions.

SECTION A

Attempt any two questions from this section in about
700 words each. 2x20=40

1. What are the aims and methods of science as
cognitive enterprise ? Examine the central
tenets of positivist philosophy in this regard.

2. Distinguish between stratified sampling and
cluster sampling. Explain the operational
procedure for selection of sample by cluster
sampling. How will you evaluate the precision
of estimators from cluster sampling ?

3. What is the difference between positive
measures and normative measures of
inequality ? Explain with illustration the
computation device of Gini index to measure the
income inequality.

4. What is participatory research ? Explain the
various tools used to collect data in participatory
research.
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SECTION B

Attempt any five questions from this section in about
400 words each. 5x12=60

5. In what way does the review of literature help a
researcher ?

6. Discuss the essential features of critical theory
paradigm.

7. What is cluster analysis ? Discuss the steps and
algorithm involved in cluster analysis.

8. Differentiate between any three of the following :

(a) Interval scale and Ratio scale of
measurement

(b) Research design and Research methods
(c) Abduction and Retroduction
(d) Verification and Confirmation

(e) Quantitative research and Qualitative
research

9. State the assumptions of classical linear
regression model. What are the implications of
multi-collinearity ? How will you detect it ?

10. Distinguish between quantitative research and
qualitative research. State the various steps
involved in carrying out qualitative research in
social sciences.

11. Identify the major sources of data on national
income and its related macro-economic
aggregates. How is this data useful for the
evaluation of the performance of Indian
economy ?
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5. Wigca <hi gem fel uekal i fhE TR
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11. T A 3R Gag Hue-3TfiE Tl & IAlhal
% UEI Aidi hl GgAH hHIWT | A IAlehg WA
JTfeIaET o TG 1 Yo it H fohd TR
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