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2. () 	iwritwitt4 arog *11* : 5x2=10 

(i) The Government, on Monday decided 
to more than double the buffer stock 
of pulses to 20 lakh tonnes, at an 
estimated cost of t 18,000 crore, to 
keep prices stable and encourage 
farmers to grow dal crop. 

(ii) Private oil and gas explorer, Cairn 
India on Monday received a go-ahead 
from its share-holders for merger of 
the firm with Vedanta. 
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(iii) During the last two years, she said, 
she had taken private tuition in 
English and Hindi to overcome the 
language problem. 

(iv) While there is no cure for 
chikungunya, treatment is focused on 
relieving symptoms like fever, muscle 
pain, headache, nausea, fatigue, etc. 

(v) While the committee listened to the 
views of the two States, it did not 
pass any order today. 
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(a) The leopards are found across snowy 
mountains of a dozen countries in Central 
and South Asia, but their numbers had 
declined in recent decades as hunters sought 
their spotted pelts (lifre) and farmers killed 
them to protect livestock (cmitia-). Now they 
appear to be thriving, thanks to a seven-year 
programme and a newly declared national 
park. Scientists who have been tracking the 
shy leopards estimate there are up to 
140 leopards in Wakhan National Park. 
Since the ban on hunting was introduced, 
the numbers of wild animals are increasing 
here and that is attracting foreign tourists. 

(b) The Government has a target of electrifying 
(R 	*FT) seven lakh power deprived 
villages with power lines. About F7 lakh 
villages will be connected by constructing 
7.5 lakh kilometres of roads. The water 
needs of 80,000 sq. km. of agricultural land 
will be quenched through funding of 
irrigation projects. However, this change has 
come at a cost to wild-life conservation. The 
expanding infrastructure (33111WIT 	 
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and deserts have been a death knell for the 
Great Indian Bustard (ti)&i  4t41). Those 
who have travelled the interiors of Kutch or 
Thar about a decade ago will now find these 
landscapes transformed by the 
`bijli-sadak-panr yojana. Earlier, farming 
was done only during monsoons and this 
spared lands for bustards, antelopes (itui), 
and foxes. Mazes of power lines are laid 
along aerial corridors. Bustards are on 
collision course as they have narrow frontal 
vision that does not allow easy spotting of 
wires. 

(c) Mosquito-borne infections have gripped the 
capital again. Taking a critical view of the 
situation, the Delhi High Court has said, 
"Dengue has played havoc in the lives of 
inhabitants of Delhi." Funds have been 
released by the government to MCD, fogging 
operations have been intensified and the bed 
strength in hospitals has been increased to 
control the panic among the public. So, did 
the government authorities act late ? Could 
the capital have avoided the situation this 
year ? The answers lie in a research finding 
of the National Institute of Malaria 
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Research (NIMR). Domestic Breeding 
Checkers (DBCs) should continue breeding 
survey throughout the year rather than 
eight months — April to November — 
according to NIMR fmdings. The Municipal 
Corporations of Delhi accepted the findings 
However, on the ground, little was done. 

(d) Indian and US counter-terrorism agencies 
have agreed to make sharing of 
terror-related information on Internet 
communication better and quicker. The 
latter have said they would part with such 
information with an urgency to requests 
made through the Emergency Disclosure 
Request (EDR) route. However, the 
information would be limited to developing 
intelligence of an immediate nature and 
dealing with imminent danger. India has 
raised the issue of delay in sharing of 
information on terror-related Internet 
communication in a conference held in the 
national capital. Security establishment 
sources said while the US expressed its 
limitations citing local laws, it said it could 
share information immediately through the 
EDR route. 
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