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6. 	 if 39-4K 	: 	 10 
A critical edition of any work only gives us a 
reliable text which might prove to exist at a 
particular time. In the case of the Ramayana, 
which we are discussing, a text is now available 
that might have existed even in the 5th Century 
A.D. But the re-construction of a reliable text does 
not mean that whatever this text contains is true, 
either at that time or at any time in the past. What 
Valmiki created was a heroic poem, and this poem 
went on being inflated from time to time, 
incorporating at least some features of that time. 
When this heroic poem was created, mythical 
things characters and events - were introduced 
into the story. This inflation has not stopped as I 
will have occasion to point out later. It is going 
on before our very eyes. 

3111-4T 
Watching stunningly beautiful birds, making a 
splash on the water, chirping and foraging for 
food, in pleasant natural environment is fast 
catching up. 

The capital's growing interest in birds was 
evident on February 24, when scores of people 
set out with binoculars to count and gaze at these 
feathered friends, as part of an event called Big 
Bird Day. A total of 222 species were spotted. 
Adding to the birders' delight was the first-ever 
bird out at Garhi Mandu, one of Delhi's new forest 
on the left bank of the Yamuna in north east Delhi 
which found 90 species, including 26 migratory 
species and many threatened ones. 

Dr. Sudhir Oswal, a naturalist and avid 
birder, says. "In the last 5-6 years, there has been 
an increase in bird watching groups in the city, 
with youngsters taking interest. 
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