
BPY-009 No. of Printed Pages : 7 

BACHELOR'S DEGREE PROGRAMME 
(BDP PHILOSOPHY) 

C) 
	

Term-End Examination 
c-1 
O 

	

	
December, 2012 

ELECTIVE COURSE : PHILOSOPHY 

BPY-009 : CONTEMPORARY WESTERN 
PHILOSOPHY 

Time : 3 hours 	 Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : (i) Answer all five questions. 

(ii) All questions carry equal marks. 

(iii) Answers to question no. 1 and 2 should be in about 
400 words each. 

1. Define phenomenology. Give an account of 20 
development of Husserlian phenomenology. 

OR 

Define existentialism. Who were the major 20 
theistic existentialists and how do they approach 

the question of human existence? 

2. Explain Nihilism. Do you agree that the theme 20 
'will to power' is the core of Nietzsche's 

philosophy? Substantiate your answer. 

OR 
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Discuss the major thrusts of Logical Positivism. 	20 

Make a detailed exposition of the verifiability 

theory of meaning. 

3. Answer any two of the following in about 200 

words each. 

(a)  Explain Heidegger's proposition of Dasein 

as being-in-the-world. 

10 

(b)  What are the main sub-divisions of 

continental philosophy ? Explain. 

10 

(c)  Define Philosophical Hermeneutics and 

briefly 	explain how 	it 	differs 	from 

traditional hermeneutics. 

10 

(d)  Elucidate 	Sartre's 	understanding 	of 

freedom. 
10 

4. Answer any four of the following in about 150 

words each. 

(a)  Explain briefly Gadamer's concept of 5 

"fusion of horizons". 

(b)  What is historical materialism ? 5 

(c)  Describe Sartre's conception of the other. 5 

(d)  Briefly explain critical theory. 5 

(e)  Delineate the picture theory of meaning. 5 

(f)  Describe John Dewey's conception of 

pragmatism. 

5 
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5. 	Write short notes on any five of the following in 
about 100 words each. 
(a) Vienna circle 
(b) Alienation 
(c) Superman 
(d) Deconstruction 
(e) Care 
(f) Allegory 
(g) Logical Atomism 
(h) Intelligible 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
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(f) 'Stet 

(g) .UTI*W airpg 

(h) qei T (Intelligible) 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 
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