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MHI-06 

MASTER OF ARTS (HISTORY) 

Term-End Examination 

December, 2012 

MHI-06 : EVOLUTION OF SOCIAL STRUCTURES 
CD 	IN INDIA THROUGH THE AGES 

Time : 3 hours 	 Maximum Marks : 100 

Note 	Answer any five questions in about 500 words each. 

Attempt at least two questions from each section. All 

questions carry equal marks. 

SECTION - A 

1. What constitutes a source for the study of ancient 20 

Indian social history ? Discuss various sources of 

reading India's ancient social past. 

2. Discuss the changes taking place around 20 

6th C. B.C. at the intellectual level. State different 

trends of thinking that emerged in the wake of 

the socio - religious ferment in the 6th C. B.C. 

3. What was the concept of Tinai? State its 20 

importance. 

4. Why should early medieval society be seen as a 20 

distinct phase in the development of Indian 

history ? 
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5. 	Write short notes on any two of the following in 

about 250 words each : 	 10+10 

(a) Decline of the Harappan civilization 

(b) The Second Urbanization. 

(c) Varna and Jati 

(d) The Cult of Vitthala. 
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SECTION - B 

6. Discuss the composition of the village community 20 

during the medieval period. Examine the role and 

functions of the village community. 

7. Write an essay on Sufism in the Deccan. 	20 

8. Critically analyse whether caste was an 20 

"invention" of colonialism or a legacy of 

Brahmanical traditions. 

9. Discuss the changing role of women in the 20 

colonial period. What were the aspects of social 

reform movement that brought - women into the 

political space ? 

10. Write short notes on any two of the following in 

about 250 words each : 	 10+10 

(a) Social mobility in the medieval rural society. 

(b) Social and racial composition of the elites 

in medieval North India. 

(c) Swami Narayan sect 

(d) Kisan Sabha and Baba Ramchandra 
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4. -5rtftT 1,11—*-1-0-  t-14-11,4 cb) 9-17-dtzf -rd--Uq 	fd-TT-E1 	20  
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