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When the San Jose Copper Mine collapsed
on August 5 last year, the 33 men trapped
underground were convinced that they would
slowly starve to death. But two months later, a
drill broke through to their refuge 700 metres
below ground, and after a painstaking rescue
operation, they were eventually hauled to the
surface before television cameras from around the
world. For a brief, glorious, moment,”LOS 33”
became a symbol of unity and faith, their rescue
an almost unbelievable parable of survival against
the odds.
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