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Political parties are indispensable for the
working of a democratic government. They are
the connecting link between the people and the
government. They are the vehicle through which
individuals and groups work to secure and
exercise political power. They make people
politically conscious of their role as citizens. They
are the agencies that maintain a continuous link
between the people and those who represent
them in government or in the opposition.

Political parties may differ on ideologies, and
consequently, on their goals and means. The
modern trend is to divide them broadly into two
categories - right and left. The rightist parties are
conservative and status quo oriented whereas the
leftist parties are revolutionary and change -
oriented. In many European countries there are
centrist parties which do not belong either to the
right or to the left. Of late, religious
fundamentalism has also entered the arena of
political parties. Several states in the world today
are under the grip of religious fundamentalism.
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BACHELOR’S DEGREE PROGRAMME

Term-End Examination
June, 2001

ELECTIVE COURSE : HISTORY

EHI- 1 : MODERN INDIA 1857 - 1964

10

Time : 3 hours Maximum Marks : 100
(Weightage 70%)

Note : Answer any five questions in about 600 words

each. All questions carry equal marks.

1. What were the causes of the Revolt of 1857 ?
What impact did it have on British policies in

India.

2. Write a note on the process of social reforms

in 19th century India.

3. What is the contribution of the Non -
Cooperation Movement to India’s struggle for
freedom ? How was this movement related to

the issue of Khilafat ?

4.  Write an essay on the formation and activities

of the Swaraj Party.

5. How did leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru and
Subhash Chandra Bose contribute to the

growth of socialist ideas in India ?
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