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BACHELOR'S DEGREE IN LIBRARY 
AND INFORMATION SCIENCE 

Term-End Examination 
December, 2011 

BLS-5 : REFERENCE & INFORMATION 
SOURCES 

Time : 3 hours 	 Maximum Marks : 70 
Note : Answer all questions. All questions carry equal marks. 

Illustrate your answers with suitable examples and 
diagrams, wherever necessary. Write the relevant 
question number before writing the answer. 

1.1 Define 'bibliography' and explain its types. 
OR 

1.2 Discuss the purpose and uses of the 
state-of-the-art reports. What are the criteria for 
their evaluation ? 

2.1 Define 'patent' and explain its importance as a 
source of information, Name the sources with 
brief description from where patent information 
can be obtained. 

OR 
2.2 Describe the important uses of general language 

dictionaries. Explain the criteria required for 
evaluating a dictionary. 
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3.1 Enumerate different types of biographical 
information sources. Discuss the process involved 
in rendering effective reference service relating to 
biographical questions. 

OR 

3.2 Discuss the types of reference sources of current 
events in detail. 

4.1 Explain the importance of the institution as a 
source of information. What are the functions 
and activities of Information Analysis centres ? 

OR 

4.2 Mention the different types of directions and their 
characteristics in detail with examples. 

5.0 Answer any fourteen questions choosing at least 
three from each category. 

5.1 Name any one title for each of the following 
categories : 

(a) Citation Index. 

(h) Directory of Universities in India. 
(c) Official source for Indian patents. 
(d) A dictionary of punctuations. 
(e) An encyclopaedia in science and 

technology. 
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5.2 What information can one find from the following 

sources ? 

(a) World of Learning. 

(b) Index Medicus. 

(c) Current contents. 

(d) Who's Who of Indian Authors. 

(e) Guiness Book of World Records. 

5.3 Describe the scope of the following reference 
books 

(a) India - A Reference Annual. 

(b) Famous First Facts. 

(c) Biological Abstracts. 

(d) Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

(e) Cumulative Book Index. 

5.4 Name at least one source for answering each of 
the following questions : 

(a) Who was the prime minister of India in 
1970 ? 

(b) When did Commonwealth games start ? 

(c) What is the best season to visit India ? 

(d) What are the activities of ISRO ? 

(e) Where can you find a brief biography of 
Sachin Tendulkar ? 
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