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Microbacterium tuberculosis is an obligate 
aerobe wide spread in human communities, 
breeding and surviving for long periods in dark 
and damp places. In direct sunlight, however, the 
bacteria perish in a matter of several hours. 
According to Koch, the becilli are 5 times longer 
than they are wide. Varying from 

0.0015 to 0.0035 mm ( 1 4  to 12  of the diameter 

of an erythrocyte). In sputum they are found other 
as solitary specimens, or in clusters. The bacilli 
reproduce by transverse fission, forming peculiar 
cords in solid media. 

- 'Tuberculosis' - Prof. Einis 
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