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MASTER OF ARTS (SOCIOLOGY)

Term-End Examination
December, 2010

04455

MSOE-003 : SOCIOLOGY OF RELIGION

Time : 3 hours Maximum Marks : 100

Note : Answer any five questions in about 500 words each.
Select at least two questions from each section.

SECTION -1

1.  Discuss Freudian thesis on religion. 20

2.  Explain, why Marx thinks that religion is an 20
instrument of oppression ?

3.  Discuss Durkheims definition of religion and its 20
relation with science and magic.

4. Discuss the Nuer’s concepts of sin and sacrifice. ~ 20
5. In what way religion is associated with the 20

concept of healing ? Discuss with examples from
Hinduism.
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SECTION - II
6.  Describe Peter Berger's views on religion.

7. What is meant by totemism ? How does
Lévi-Strauss conceptualise this phenomenon ?

8.  If Hinduismis a ‘way of life’ then what makes ita
religion ? Explain.

9, In what sense are fundamentalism and
communalism threats to secularism ?

10. What is religious conversion ? Discuss the
arguments for and against.
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