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1. Numerous philosophers have presented their
theories on the origin of language. Briefly
explain 04 out of the ones you have studied. 20
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What, according to you, is the most important
function of language? Give reasons for your
answer. Enumerate three major characteristics
of human communication that give it
uniqueness from other animal systems of
communication? 20

Define  notions of "competence" and
"performance". Describe ways in which
linguistic competence 1s assessed. How in your
opinion is 'communicative competence'
important in language learning? 20

Language is a complex system involving several
components. What are the main ones you have
studied? Briefly describe them. How in your
opinion do these components contribute to
understanding language as a system? 20

Language as part of society forms basis for
understanding it as a function of societal
norms, cultural practice, identity issues as also
policy interventions. Write an essay
highlighting the above ideas and how
sociolinguistics becomes fundamental to
understanding human communication. 20
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6. What is the technical branch of linguistics
related to the study of sound and sound
systems? Elaborate upon the process of
production of speech. Use a labelled diagram to
describe the speech production in humans. 20

7. What is code mixing and code switching?
Differentiate clearly between the two. What are
the socio - linguistic — cultural conditions that
make a prerequisite for such code changes to
take place. Justify your response. 20
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