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BACHELOR’S DEGREE PROGRAMME 

(PHILOSOPHY) (B. D. P.) 

Term-End Examination 

June, 2023 

Elective Course : Philosophy 

BPY-003 : ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL WESTERN 

PHILOSOPHY 

Time : 3 Hours     Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : (i)  Answer all the five questions. 

 (ii) All questions carry equal marks. 

 (iii) Answer to question Nos. 1 and 2 should 

be in about 400 words each. 

1. Narrate the allegory of the cave. Why did Plato 

narrate it ?  20 

Or 

What are the unique features of the 

metaphysics of Aristotle ? Explain. 20 

2. Evaluate the five arguments propounded by  

St. Thomas Aquinas to prove the existence of 

God.    20 

Or 

Elucidate the medieval discussion on faith and 

reason.   20 
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3. Answer any two of the following in about  

200 words each : 

(a) What are the important features of pre-

Socratic philosophy ? 10 

(b) Demonstrate the uniqueness of Socratic 

method. 10 

(c) What is described as the problem of evil ? 

How did the medieval thinkers address it ? 

10 

(d) Explain the philosophy of Plotinus. 

Identify his influence on Medieval thought. 

10 

4. Answer any four of the following in about  

150 words each : 

(a) Describe the philosophy of Heraclitus.  5 

(b) Write briefly on Pythagorian society. 5 

(c) Explain the concept of soul according to 

Plato.  5 

(d) What was the philosophy of Epicurus ? 5 

(e) Describe the philosophy of Al-Ghazali. 5 

(f) Explain Okham’s razor. 5 

5. Write short notes on any five of the following in 

about 100 words each : 

(a) Rationalism 4 

(b) Cynicism 4 

(c) Atomism 4 

(d) Sophists 4 

(e) Averroes 4 

(f) Intentionality 4 

(g) Pseudo-Dionysius 4 

(h) Wisdom 4 
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