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DCE-1 : GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF WRITING

Time : 3 hours Maximum Marks : 100
(Weightage : 70%)

Note : This paper has two sections, A and B. Answer five
questions in all, choosing at least two from each

section. All questions carry equal marks.

SECTION A

1. (a) Elaborate on the terms ‘Authenticity’ and
‘Credibility’. 10

(b) What do you wunderstand by ‘Authorial
Voice’ ? 10

2. (a) Discuss the importance of the opening in a

story. 10

(b) What is the role of a postscript to the
climax ? 10
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3. (a)

(b)

4. (a)

(b)

5. (a)

(b)
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Why might felt experience not work very

well when put down in writing ?
What is the role of dialogue in a narrative ?

Discuss various types of endings with

examples.

How does imagery add to the effect of a
narrative ?

What is the methodology to be followed for
proof-reading ?

What are the points to be kept in mind while
preparing footnotes ?

10

10

10

10

10

10



SECTION B

6. Read the following story :

Once upon a time there was a little prince who
was used to having everything he wanted. He
was so spoilt that he wouldn’t let anybody have a
new toy if he didn’t have it first. So, if any child
in the land wanted a new toy, they had to buy

two and give one to the prince.

One day a mysterious toymaker, who invented
the most wonderful toys, came to the land. The
prince liked his toys so much that he invited him
to spend an entire year in the castle, promising
him great wealth if he made him a new toy every

day. The toymaker set just one condition :

“My toys are very special and need an owner who
will play with them,” he said. “Will you be able to

devote a little time to each one every day ?”

“Of course, I will,” the little prince replied

impatiently. “I’d love to.”

From then on, every morning the prince received
a new toy. Every day it seemed that there could
never be a better toy and every day the toymaker
delivered a toy better than the previous ones.

The prince appeared very happy.
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But the toy collection kept growing and, after a
few weeks had passed, there were simply too
many toys to play with all of them every day. So,
one day the prince put a few toys to one side,
hoping that the toymaker wouldn’t notice.
However, when it was night time and the prince
was ready to go to bed the toys that had been put
away lined up in front of him and, one by one,
demanded their daily playtime. The little prince
couldn’t get to sleep until well past midnight
because he had to play with every single toy.

Next day, tired after all his efforts, the prince
slept very late. In the little time left of the day,
he had to get to know a new toy and then play
with all the others too. Once again, he finished
very late and was so tired he could hardly stop
yawning.

From then on, every day was a little bit worse
than the one before. The same amount of time
but with one extra toy to play with. The prince
was so exhausted and sleepy, he barely had the
time to enjoy playing. To make matters worse,
the toys were getting more and more angry
because the time he spent playing with them was

becoming shorter and shorter.
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Within a few weeks later, he only had time to go
from one toy to another, eating as he played,
talking as he played, bathing as he played and
even sleeping as he played. He was constantly
changing toys, just like a terrible nightmare.
Until one day, as he was looking out of his
window, he saw some children playing with a

stone next to the castle.

“Hmmmm, I have an idea!” he said, and he sent
for the children. They turned up gloomily,
wondering whether he would force them to hand
over their stone, just as he had done many times

before with other toys.

But the prince didn't want the stone.
Surprisingly, he only wanted them to play with
him and share his toys. When they’d finished
playing the prince let them take home the toys
they liked the most.

The idea had worked. The prince could enjoy
himself without having too many toys to play
with. Even better, he had new friends. From then
on, he did the same thing every day and invited

more children to the castle to share his toys.
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When it was time for the toymaker to leave, the
365 fantastic toys he had made had all been
shared out and the palace had turned into the
best playroom in the kingdom.

Rewrite the story in a dramatised form in the
first person, from the point of view of the prince’s
father.

7. Read the poem below and answer the questions
which follow :
My Grandmother’s House
By Kamala Das

There is a house now far away where once

I received love ....... That woman died,

The house withdrew into silence, snakes moved
Among books, I was then too young

To read, and my blood turned cold like the
moon

How often I think of going

There, to peer through blind eyes of windows or
Just listen to the frozen air,

Or in wild despair, pick an armful of
Darkness to bring it here to lie

Behind my bedroom door like a brooding
Dog ... you cannot believe, darling,

Can you, that I lived in such a house and
Was proud, and loved .... I who have lost
My way and beg now at strangers’ doors to
Receive love, at least in small change ?
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(a) Comment on the theme of the poem. 10

(b) What are the images used by the poet ? How do

they serve to convey her feelings ? 10

8. Write a short monologue of a man who is trying
to decide whether he should adopt unfair means
to get ahead in life. What conclusion does he

finally come to ? You can choose the situation. 20
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