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Zoilsoa, : 
The Central Information Commission 

(CIC) decision declaring political parties as 
public authorities under the Right to Information 
Act has again pitted the political class against 
the people. 

Political parties have increasingly lost 
legitimacy due to opaque financing, cultivation of 
individuals with a criminal background, 
subversion of institutions and exposés of 
bipartisan scams and abuse of power. There is a 
widespread perception of state capture by special 
interests and frustration with the inability to 
extract meaningful accountability through 
electoral means. That is why the public and 
media have hailed the decision to bring political 
parties under the ambit of RTI Act as a blow for 
transparency and accountability. 
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