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MEC-009 : RESEARCH METHODS IN ECONOMICS
Time : 3 hours Maximum Marks : 100

Note : Answer questions from each section as directed.

SECTION I

Answer any two questions from this section. 2x20=40

1. What do you understand from the term
‘precision of estimates’ ? How will you assess
precision of estimates when population variance

is unknown ?

2. What is heteroscedasticity ? How will you detect
and tackle the problem of heteroscedasticity ?

3. What do you understand by the term ‘scientific
explanation’ ? Explain the Hypothetico-Deductive
model of scientific explanation.

4. What are the salient features of Indian
Statistical System ? What type of data are
compiled by CSO to assess the performance of
the Indian economy ?
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SECTION II

Answer any five questions from this section. 5x12=60

5. What do you mean by smoothing ? How do you
smooth time series data ?

6. What do you mean by normative measures of
inequality ? Explain Income-Welfare Index
proposed by Dalton.

7. Explain the properties expected of an Ideal
Index Number.

8. “‘Linear in parameter regression models may
have different functional forms.” Discuss.

9. Explain the various tools used in conducting the
research by way of qualitative approach.

10. Distinguish between positivism and apriorism in
economic analysis.

11. What is PRA technique ? Explain its use in
conducting research with the help of two
examples.

12. Distinguish between any three of the following :

(a) Focus Group Discussions and
Semi-structured Interviews

(b) Exploratory  research studies and
Experimental research studies

(¢) Data collected by NSSO and NFHS

(d) Methodological Dualism and
Methodological Monoism

(e) Deduction and Induction
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