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Galileo was always experimenting. Even as 
a child he refused to rely upon the authority of 
others. He submitted everything to the scrutiny 
of his own senses and his own mind. The son of 
a music master, he showed almost from infancy 
an interest in "the music of the spheres." His 
father referred to him as an absent - minded little 
star - gazer who saw strange visions and heard 
uncanny sounds. At school, when the teacher 
was trying to explain the importance of the Latin 
preposition or of the Italian verb, young Galileo's 
mind was floating amongst the clouds in the wake 
of the toy balloon which his father had bought 
him as a birthday present. 
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