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Term-End Examination 

December, 2023 

MHI-06 : EVOLUTION OF SOCIAL STRUCTURES 

IN INDIA THROUGH THE AGES  

Time : 3 Hours     Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : Answer any five questions in about  

500 words each. Attempt at least two 

questions from each Section. All questions 

carry equal marks. 

Section—I 

1. Discuss the process of domestication of plants 

and animals.  20 

2. Using archaeological evidence, how can we 

distinguish between tribal and state societies ?  

20 

3. Examine the various aspects of Buddhism in 

central and peninsular India. 20 
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4. What is a village ? Discuss the importance of 

the village community. 20 

5. Write short notes on any two of the following in 

about 250 words each : 10+10 

(a) Iron metallurgy 

(b) Ajivikas and Lokayats 

(c) Varna in the Vedic period 

(d) The Feudalism debate 

Section—II 

6. To what extent were the nineteenth century 

socio-religious movements a protest against the 

contemporary social structure ? 20   

7. Critically analyze the pattern of rural 

stratification in the medieval north India. 20  

8. Analyze whether caste was an ‘invention’ of 

colonialism or a legacy of Brahmanical 

traditions.  20   

9. Briefly describe the changing trends in the 

historiography of migration. 20 
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10. Write short notes on any two of the following in 

about 250 words each : 10+10 

(a) Temple and its role 

(b) Rajput social structure 

(c) ‘Criminal Tribes’ 

(d) Growth of capitalist class  
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(iron metallurgy) 
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(pattern)
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(colonialism)

(migration)

(Capitalist)
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