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MHI-06 : EVOLUTION OF SOCIAL STRUCTURES

IN INDIA THROUGH THE AGES

Time : 3 Hours Maximum Marks : 100

Note : Answer any five questions in about

500 words each. Attempt at least two

questions from each Section. All questions

carry equal marks.

Section—I

1. Discuss the sources for the study of ancient
societies. How can one construct the ancient
society through anthropological readings ? 20

2. Discuss the spread of Buddhism in Central and
Peninsular India. 20
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3. Write a note on the Chaityas and Viharas. Was
there any relationship between the Chaityas
and the tribal world ? 20

4. Examine various debates pertaining to early
medieval society. 20

5. Write short notes on any two of the following in
about 250 words each : 10+10

(a) Mesolithic-Neolithic continuum

(b) Rituals and their significance

(c) Tinai concept

(d) Temple and its role

Section—II

6. Discuss the social formations in the tribal
regions during the medieval period. 20

7. Critically examine various views pertaining to
the Rajput clan formations during the early
medieval and the medieval periods. 20

8. Trace the patterns of migration to overseas
countries during the nineteenth and early 20th
centuries. 20
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9. Briefly discuss the dominant features of
popular protests in the nineteenth century. 20

10. Write short notes on any two of the following in
about 250 words each : 10+10

(a) The idea of Indian village : British
Approaches

(b) Valangai–Idangai castes

(c) Social reformer’s perception of caste

(d) Law vs. Custom debate
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