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BACHELOR’S DEGREE PROGRAMME
(PHILOSOPHY) (BDP)

Term-End Examination
December, 2021

BPY-009 : CONTEMPORARY WESTERN
PHILOSOPHY

Time : 3 Hours Maximum Marks : 100

Note : (i) Answer all the five questions.

(ii) All questions carry equal marks.

(iii) Answer to Q. No. 1 and 2 should be in

about 400 words each.

1. Give an account of the existentialism of Jean
Paul Sartre and Albert Camus. 20

Or

Discuss philosophical hermeneutics as an
independent discipline of Philosophy. 20
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2. Critically evaluate the early and later stages of
Philosophy of Wittgenstein. 20

Or

Trace the development of Husserlian
Phenomenology. 20

3. Answer any two of the following questions in
about 200 words each :

(a) Explain briefly instrumentalism of John
Dewey. 10

(b) Explain category mistake of Gilbert Ryle.

10
(c) Explain class struggle and its implications.

10

(d) Give an account of Heidegger’s critique of
Western Metaphysics. 10

4. Answer any four of the following questions in
about 150 words each :

(a) Explain briefly the Philosophy of logical
positivism. 5

(b) Explain verification theory of meaning. 5
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(c) Give an account of Gadamer’s concept of
‘fusion of horizons’. 5

(d) “Postmodernism is an incredulity towards
metanarratives.” Explain. 5

(e) Explain Austin’s three modes of
Utterances. 5

(f) Give an account of private language
argument. 5

5. Write short notes on any five of the following in
about 100 words each :

(a) Pragmatism 4

(b) Intentionality 4

(c) Absurdity 4

(d) Being-for-itself 4

(e) Will to Power 4

(f) The ‘Death of God’ 4

(g) Dogmatism 4

(h) Deconstruction 4
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(Pragmatism)

(Being-in-itself)

³

(Dogmatism)
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