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BACHELOR'S DEGREE PROGRAMME 

(BDP) 

77q5 
Term-End Examination 

 December, 2019 

ELECTIVE COURSE : PHILOSOPHY 

BPY-008 : MODERN WESTERN PHILOSOPHY 

Time : 3 hours 	 Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : Answer all the five questions. All questions carry 

equal marks. Answers to questions no. 1 and 2 

should be in about 400 words each. 

1. Do you agree with the view that the revival that 

happened in many aspects of human life during 

Renaissance had great significance for the 

Western thought ? Elaborate your position. 20 

OR 

Explain Berkeley's rejection of abstract ideas. 

How does his idea 'esse est percipi' become the 

central point of his metaphysics ? Explain. 20 
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2. Describe Cartesian understanding of the world. 

How does it explain the relation between mind 

and body ? 
	

20 

OR 

How would you explain Leibniz's doctrine of 

Monad and Pre-established harmony ? Do you 

agree with the claim of Leibniz that this world is 

the best of all possible worlds ? Discuss. 20 

3. Answer any two of the following questions in 

about 200 words each : 

(a) How would you explain the Marxist method 

of 'Dialectical Materialism' ? 	 10 

(b) Write a detailed note on Kant's postulates of 

morality. 	 10 

(c) Explain the concepts of God and World in 

the philosophy of Spinoza. 	 10 

(d) Distinguish between the truths of reason 

and the truths of fact. 	 10 
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4. Answer any four of the following questions in 

about 150 words each : 

(a) Write a short note on logical positivism. 5 

(b) What are the three stages of human reason's 

development according to Comte ? 5 

(c) Does Hume agree on free will ? 5 

(d) What do you understand by the spirit of 

criticism ? 5 

(e) Describe Deconstructionism. 5 

(f) Explain Enlightenment. 5 

5. Write short notes on any five of the following in 

about 100 words each : 

(a) Primary and Secondary Qualities 4 

(b) Cogito Ergo Sum 4 

(c) Parallelism 4 

(d) Synthetic a Priori 4 

(e) Objectivism 4 

(f) Skepticism 4 

(g) Organic Theory of Hegel 4 

(h) Natura Naturans and Natura Naturata 4 
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