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MASTER'S DEGREE IN ECONOMICS 

Term-End Examination 

December, 2017 

MEC-109 : RESEARCH METHODS IN 
ECONOMICS 

Time : 3 hours 	 Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : Attempt questions from each section as per instructions. 

SECTION - A 
Attempt any two questions from this section in 
about 700 words each : 	 2x20=40 

1. What were the grounds of criticism of the 
Positivist philosophy of science ? In what manner 
did it influence the subsequent thinking ? 

2. Why do you think that formulation of hypotheses 
is an important step in research ? Can you 
conduct research without hypothesis ? Explain. 

3. What are the steps used in construction of 
Composite Index ? What are the practical 
applications of Composite Index ? 

4. Explain canonical correlation analysis as a 
technique of multi-variate analysis. Compare it 
with multiple regression analysis. 
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SECTION - B 
Attempt any five questions from this section in 
about 400 words each : 	 5x12=60 

5. Normal science is a tradition-bound activity. 
Do you have a counter-view ? Why ? 

6. What are the different types of measurement 
scales of variables ? Which statistical techniques 
are best suited in each case ? 

7. Is critical theory 'multi disciplinary' ? How ? 

8. What are the merits of using Hirschman-
Herfindahl indices for measuring inequality ? 
Illustrate with examples. 

9. How do you measure educational infrastructure ? 
What data are available for it in India ? 

10. What are the characteristics of Action Research ? 

11. Distinguish between any three of the following : 

(a) Inductive and Retroductive research 
strategies 

(b) Convenience and purposive sampling 

(c) R- square and Adjusted R-square 

(d) Secondary and tertiary data 
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