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DIPLOMA IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 
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December, 2016 

BES-008 : LANGUAGE AND EARLY 
LITERACY 

Time : 3 hours 	 Maximum Weightage : 70% 

Note : (i) All questions are compulsory. 

(ii) All questions carry equal weightage. 

1. Answer the following question in about 

600 words : 

Define language. Which features distinguish 

human from animal communication ? 

OR 
How do we differentiate between a 'language' 

and a 'dialect' ? While teaching at lower primary 

stage which form of language would you use and 

why ? 

2. Answer the following question in about 

600 words : 

What is 'aphasia' ? Describe the different types 

of aphasia. 

OR 
Discuss the types of evaluation used in language 

teaching. 
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3. Answer any four of the following in about 

150 words each : 

(a) Differentiate between 'subordinate', 

'coordinate' and 'compound' bilinguals. 

(b) What is 'Conditioned Stimulus' (CS) ? 

Explain how CS is used in language 

learning. 

(c) How has Michael Halliday explained the 

terms 'field', 'mode' and 'tenor' ? Give 

examples from your own linguistic context. 

(d) Explain Vygotsky's theory of language 

acquisition. 

(e) Explain the difference between Chomsky's 

and Piaget's approach to language learning. 

(f) What is 'Phatic function of language. How 

will you develop the use of phatic function 

in your lower primary learners ? 

4. 	Answer the following question in about 

600 words : 

Discuss the strategies you apply to develop spoken 

language (L2) in your learners. With specific 

examples, explain the difficulties you face while 

teaching spoken language. 
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