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The original name of Copernicus was Kopirnig,
which means ‘humble’. And this word
summarizes both the parentage and the
personality of the “anatomist of the heavens.” He
was the son of an abscure baker in the Polish
village of Thorn, situated on the banks of the
Vistula. As a child he watched the sun as it “rolled
along the heavens” from the glory of the morning
to the glory of the evening. And at night he gazed
at the innumerable little star-candles that lit up
the circular ceiling of the heavens. He asked his
parents about the sun and the stars. His uncle sent
him books on astronomy, and Nikolaus devoured
them and then turned to the more interesting story
of the stars unfolded in the open book of the sky.
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