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BACHELOR'S DEGREE PROGRAMME 
(BDP PHILOSOPHY) 

Term-End Examination 

December, 2013 

ELECTIVE COURSE : PHILOSOPHY 

BPY-012 : PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE AND 
COSMOLOGY 

Time : 3 hours 	 Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : (i) Answer all five questions. 
(ii) All questions carry equal marks. 
(iii) Answer to question no. 1 and 2 should be in about 

400 words each. 

1. What do you understand by Matter ? Write an 20 
essay on the ultimate nature of material reality. 

OR 
Explain and critically evaluate the various claims 20 
of Logical positivism. 

2. Give a detailed explanation of philosophy of 20 
science. Discuss the relation between philosophy 
and science. 

OR 
Write an essay on Galileo's theory of Motion and 20 
explain how it helped him in his understanding 
of the universe. 
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3. 	Answer any two of the following in about 
200 words each. 
(a) Explain Newton's concept of scientific 10 

method. 
(b) Discuss Nagel's and Popper's conceptions 10 

of 'Laws and Theories'. 
(c) Elucidate Lakatos' research programme. 	10 
(d) Describe steady state theory as an alternate 10 

to Big-Bang theory. 

	

4. 	Answer any four of the following in about 
150 words each. 
(a) According to Kepler what are the laws of 	5 

Planetary Motion ? 
(b) Explain Scientific Knowledge. 	 5 
(c) Describe Thomas Kuhn's contribution to 	5 

philosophy of science. 
(d) What do you understand by 	 5 

Mathematization of Nature ? 
(e) How is philosophy related to Myths ? 	5 
(f) Defferentiate between empirical and 	5 

conceptual problems according to Larry 
Laudan. 

	

5. 	Write a short notes on any five of the following 
in about 100 words each. 
(a) Metascience 	 4 
(b) Method of Retroduction. 	 4 
(c) Relativity and the death of Absolutism 	4 
(d) Philosophical Cosmology 	 4 
(e) Logos 	 4 
(f) Historicism 	 4 
(g) Indian Cosmology 	 4 
(h) Olber's Paradox 	 4 
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