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MEC-009 

MASTER OF ARTS (Economics) 

Term-End Examination 

December, 2013 

MEC-009 : RESEARCH METHODS IN 
ECONOMICS 

Time : 3 hours 	 Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : Attempt questions from each section as per instructions 

given below each section. 

SECTION-A 

Attempt any two questions from this section in 
about 700 words each. 

1. What do you mean by scientism ? What are the 
central tenets of positivist philosophy ? Also 
mention major criticisms of this approach. 5+10+5=20 

2. Compare and contrast Karl Popper's and Thomas 
Kuhn's approaches to scientific methods. 	5+15=20 

3. What do you mean by the term scientific 
explaination ? Explain the Covering-Law model 
as a model of Scientific Explaination. 	5+15=20 

4. Distinguish between stratified and cluster 
sampling. When is stratified sampling 
preferred ? How do you measure the sampling 
efficiency of cluster sampling ? 	5+10+5=20 
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SECTION-B 

Attempt any five questions from this section in 
about 400 words each. 

5. How is data collected under the systematic 12 
sampling approach ? 

6. What is 'goodness of fit' ? How is it related to the 
coefficient of determination ? 	 6+6=12 

7. What are the assumptions of the Classical 
Regression Model ? Is it necessary to satisfy them 
all for time series data ? 	 8+4=12 

8. Distinguish between qualitative data and 
quantitative data. How do you test the 
trustworthiness of qualitative data ? 	8+4=12 

9. Differentiate between positive and normative 
measures of enequality. List the various steps 
invloved in construction of sen's index of 
enequality. 	 4+8=12 

10. What do you mean by smoothing ? List the two 
basic techniques of smoothing. 	 4+8=12 

11. How do you find PRA/RRA approach to be 12 
superior to sampling survey approach. 

12. Elaborate on any three of the following : 	4x3=12 
(a) Focus Group Discussion 
(b) Hypothesis Testing 
(c) Heteroscedasticity 
(d) SRS without replacement 
(e) Gini Index 
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