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Dear Student,

This booklet contains the assignments for MIP-001 to MIP-004. Each course has one assignment, which you need to complete and send to your study centre before March 31, 2012. Please note that, you will not be allowed to appear for the Term End Examination for the course, the assignments of which are not submitted before the due date.

The assignments constitute the continuous component of the evaluation process and have 30% weightage in the final grading. You need to score 40% marks in assignment for each course in order to clear the continuous evaluation component. 

Instructions for Formatting Your Assignments

1) You should specify clearly on the first page of all your assignment responses the course code, course title, assignment code, your enrollment number, name and address in the given format:

                                                                                                Enrolment no:…………………..
                                                                                                  Name:……………………………

                                                                                                  Address:…………………………

….……………….………………………………………………………………………………… 
Course Code:…………………….                                                        …………………………………………………

Course Title: ……………………

Assignment Code………………..

Regional Centre Code:…………..

Study Centre Code:………………




Date:……………………..
PLEASE FOLLOW THE ABOVE FORMAT STRICTLY TO FACILITATE EVALUATION AND TO AVOID DELAY.

2) The Assignment Response should be hand-written and use only A-4 or foolscap size writing paper (but not of very thin variety) for writing your answers.
3) Leave at least 4 cm margin on the left, top and bottom of your answer sheet for the evaluator’s comments.

4) Your answers should be brief, precise and in you own words. Please do not copy the answers from the study material. 

5) A serious action will be taken if any attempt to copy the Assignment Response from other student is done.

6) While solving the questions, clearly indicate the question number along with the part being solved. Recheck your work before submitting it.

7) This assignment will remain valid for one year. However, you are advised to submit it within eight weeks of receiving this booklet to accomplish its purpose as a teaching-tool.

We recommended that you retain a copy of your assignment response to avoid any unforeseen situation.

Our best wishes for your studies.
Programme Coordinator                                         
TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

MIP-001: General Overview of Intellectual Property

Course Code: MIP-001

Assignment Code: MIP-001/TMA/2012
Maximum Marks: 100

Note: 

· Please answers in your own words; 
· Answer any Ten (10) of the following questions:


                    (10×10 = 100)

1. Discuss the rationale behind the concept of intellectual property. What are the underlying premises of the global IP regime? 

2. Discuss the Appeal Mechanism available in India in relation to IPRs.
3. What is a Domain Name? How do domain name disputes arise? What role does WIPO play in the resolution of domain name disputes?

4. What is the ‘idea – expression dichotomy’ in IP?

5. Discuss computer software industry in relation to its impact on intellectual property.

6. Discuss the role trademarks play the macro-economic context?

7. Why is valuation of intangible assets necessary? How are intangible assets valued? 

8. What is the mission of the WIPO? How have WIPO activities expanded over the years? Discuss the present activities of the WIPO.
9. How does the present IP system strike a balance between the rights of an inventor and the rights of other individuals and the Society in general? 
10. Discuss the issues thrown up before the IP regime due to the emergence of biotechnology as an area seeing rapid scientific and technological development.
11. How does patent system contribute to technology development?
12. Write a short note on
a) Technological measures to enforce IPRs

b) International organisations active in IPR enforcement.
13. Discuss the role and initiatives of the WIPO in enforcement of IPR and resolution of disputes.
14. What is the WTO? How is it different from its predecessor GATT? Discuss basic trading principles which are the bed-rock of all WTO agreements.

15. How will autonomy and financial independence help an IPO, considering has to function within the policy framework given by the national? Why can not an IPO be completely free of government’s control?

TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

MIP-002:  Industrial Property: Patents, Designs, Plant Varieties

Course Code: MIP-002
Assignment Code: MIP-002/TMA/2012
Maximum Marks: 100
Note: Answer any Ten (10) of the following questions:


        (10×10 = 100)

1. What is a patent and why are patents necessary?

2. Why an invention should be patented, rather than keeping it secret?
3. What are the benefits of protecting an industrial design?
4. What do you understand by the national treatment with reference to the Paris Convention? 

5. Discuss the advantages of PCT for the applicant, the patent offices and general public. 

6. What criteria must an invention satisfy for it to be granted a patent? 

7. What are the provisions regarding national treatment in the 1991 Act? 

8. What type of biological materials can be deposited?

9. Discuss the issues involved with compulsory licensing with reference to technological advancement of a country.
10. What is the provision concerning the compulsory licensing of patents? 
11. What are the provisions regarding compulsory licensing in case of dependent patent under TRIP agreement?
12. When are the breeder’s rights cancelled? 
13. What are the conditions to qualify for the status of international depository authority?

14. Discuss briefly the scope of industrial property. 
15. What is difference between an industrial design and a trade mark or Patent?
TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

MIP-003: Industrial Property Trademarks, Geographical Indications, Trade Secrets and Unfair Competition
Course Code: MIP-003
Assignment Code: MIP-003/TMA/2012
Maximum Marks: 100
Note: Answer any Ten (10) of the following questions:


         (10×10 = 100)

1. What are the requirements which a sign must fulfil in order to serve as a trademark?

2. How will you go about applying for a trademark registration? Discuss issues related to examination of the application for registration of a trademark. 

3. What do you understand by the term ‘assignment’ with respect to trademarks? Discuss the issues related to refusal by the registrar to record the assignment.

4. What are the differences between the Madrid Agreement and the Madrid Protocol? 

5. What is the objective of the TLT and who can become party to the Treaty? 

6. What are the advantages of international registration of marks for 

a) The owner of the mark 

b) Trademark offices? 

7. How does the TRIPS Agreement affect the availability, scope and use of trademark rights?

8. What are the tasks performed by the International Bureau in concern with the provisions of the Lisbon agreement?

9. What is a trademark? What kinds of signs can be registered as trademarks?
10. What is counterfeiting? Discuss with the help of examples. 

11. Explain the meaning and importance of Franchising. Discuss the factors that typically characterise a franchise relationship.
12. Discuss the provisions in the treaty pertaining to division of application and registration. 

13. How would you distinguish between a trade secret and a know-how?
14. Law against unfair competition is meant only for the benefit of commercial organisations and business houses. Comment 

15. What do you understand by use requirements for protection of trademark rights? Discuss issues concerning proper use of trademarks. 

TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

MIP-004: Copyright and Related Rights (International)

Course Code: MIP-004
Assignment Code: MIP-004/TMA/2012
Maximum Marks: 100
Note: Answer any Ten (10) of the following questions:


          (10×10 = 100)

1. How has the TRIPS Agreement expanded the scope of copyright? 

2. What are the two cases where the Berne Convention provides for compulsory licensing? 

3. How is the Berne Convention administered? Explain. 

4. Make a brief note on the exceptions provided in Articles 5ter and 5quater. 

5. How is copyright protection extended to computer programmes?
6. How has TRIPS Agreement contributed to expansion of related rights in Art 14? 

7. Write a note on differences in the way CMOs work to manage rights in different fields of creation. 
8. Write a note on the rights management information systems. 
9. Identify the four basic principles of copyright protection emphasized by the Berne Convention. 

10. What are the duties of the Intergovernmental Committee?

11. Identify three objectives of the TRIPS Agreement.
12. Explain digital information system. 
13. What are the limitations of exceptions one encounters for copyright protection in a digital environment? 
14. Write a note on the right of self help. 

15. Mention the conditions to which a state’s domestic legislation is subject while restricting the right of translation. 
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