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The word navala, used in Telugu to denote Novel shows that fiction is of a later origin in
Telugu. It is one of the most important new trends in modern Telugu literature that may be
regarded as the results of the influence of English on Telugu literature. There had been
lengthy tales and stories like katha saritsagaram and hamshavimshati But they were simple
narratives from the beginning to the end, like the fairy tales in England and other countries
in the past.

The novel evolved from such tales with a special technique. It is a lengthy, imaginary
story, with descriptions of scenes connected to the story, narration of events and dialogues.
Novels may be social or historical. Social novels are mainly imaginary. Historical novels are
no doubt based on historical facts, but they are not mere chronicles.

During the second half of the 19" century, young men who had received English
education and had consequently become acquainted with English literature, entertained the
idea of writing novels like the English novels. Vireshalingam pantulu claimed in his
autobiography, that he was the first novelist in Telugu literature and referred to his

Rajasekhara charitra published in 1878.



