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Cambridge was my metaphor for England, and 

it was strange that when I left it had become 
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altogether something else, because I had met 

Stephen Hawking there. It was on a walking 

tour through Cambridge that the guide 

mentioned Stephen Hawking, ‘poor man, who is 

quite disabled now, though he is a worthy 

successor to Isaac Newton, whose chair he has 

at the university.’ And I started, because I had 

quite forgotten that this most brilliant and 

completely paralysed astrophysicist, 

astrophysicist : scholar of astrophysics – branch 

of physics dealing with stars, planets, etc. 2019-

2020 the author of ‘A Brief History of Time’, one 

of the biggest best-sellers ever, lived here. 

When the walking tour was done, I rushed to a 

phone booth and, almost tearing the cord so it 

could reach me outside, phoned Stephen 
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Hawking’s house. There was his assistant on 

the line and I told him I had come in a 

wheelchair from India (perhaps he thought I 

had propelled myself all the way) to write about 

my travels in Britain. I had to see Professor 

Hawking – even ten minutes would do. ‘Half an 

hour,’ he said. ‘From three-thirty to four.” And 

suddenly I felt weak all over. 

The 2023 edition of IPL gets underway from 

tomorrow when defending champions Gujarat 

Titans take on four-times champions Chennai 

Super Kings. The 2023 edition will be a mix of 

the old and the new, returning to the home-

and-away format across 70 matches in the first 

phase, with four knockouts to follow. 
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There are also host of new rules for the 2023. 

season. For the first time, IPL sides will be 

allowed to make a tactical substitution with an 

‘Impact Player’ coming in to bat or bowl as 

needed. This will give teams a chance to bring 

in a substitute player at any time during the 

game. Any Indian player can act as an impact 

player, while an overseas player can only be 

used in the role if the team hasn’t used the full 

quota in the starting XI. As a standard rule, 

IPL teams can contain a maximum of four 

overseas players in its starting line-up. 

For this purpose, the rules around the coin toss 

have been changed. Captains can now confirm a 

starting line-up after the toss, instead of before, 

depending on if they’re batting or bowling first. 
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Not everyone is convinced it’s the best way 

forward. 
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