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Note : Attempt any five questions in 400 words

each. Attempt at least two questions from

each Part. All questions carry equal

marks.

Part—I

1. Discuss the literacy sources for the
reconstruction of ancient Indian history. What
difficulties do historians face while dealing with
literacy sources in India ? 20
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2. How do you define the Mature Harappan

period ? Discuss its chief characteristics with

reference to any two sites. 20

3. What are the main sources for the early Vedic

period ? Was it an egalitarian society ?

Discuss. 20

4. Discuss any two of the following : 10+10

(a) Mesolithic Rock Art

(b) Geographic extent of Harappan civilization

(c) Role of iron in the emergence of

urbanisation in the Ganga valley

(d) Teachings of Mahavira

Part—II

5. What were the reasons for the rise of the

Magadha Mahajanapada ? 20

6. Discuss the notion of ‘empire’. Did the Mauryas

build an empire ? 20

7. What was the position of women in ancient

India ? 20
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8. Discuss any two of the following : 10+10

(a) Alexander’s invasion of India

(b) Decline of the Mauryas

(c) Mauryan administration

(d) Technological achievements in ancient
India
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