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Note : Attempt two questions from Part A and two questions from Part B. In all you have to 

answer four questions. All questions carry equal marks. 

PART A 

Answer any two questions in about 500 words each. 

1. Critically analyse the main features of colonial historiography on India. 

Discuss two main historians of this trend. 	 25 

2. What is Generalisation ? Discuss the various sources of generalisation which 

are needed for history-writing. 	 25 

OR 

Write a note on the Marxist historical-writings on Indian Nationalism. 

3. What do you understand by Quantitative history ? How has it changed the 

nature of history-writing ? 	 25 

4. Discuss the significance of primary sources in writing history. 	 25 
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PART B 

Answer any two questions in about 500 words each. 

5. Analyse the different perspectives explaining the nature and significance of the 
Revolt of 1857. 	 25 

OR 

Evaluate Barani's comment that "the Burden of the rich should not fall upon 
the weak" in the context of Alauddin Khilji's agrarian policy. 

OR 

Discuss the role of Iron in the evolution of the State in early India. 

6. Critically analyse the major trends of Socio-Religious Reform Movements in 
19th  century India. 	 25 

OR 

Discuss the factors that led to the rise of Maratha power in the Deccan. 

OR 

To what extent are the origins of Buddhism and Jainism grounded in their 
material context ? 

7. Write a note on the economic impact of the British rule in India. 	 25 

OR 

The Timariots (Jagirdars) reasoned out "Let us draw from the soil all the 
money we can, though the peasant should starve or abscond, and we should 
leave it, when commanded to quit, a dreary wilderness." Comment. 

OR 

Discuss the reasons responsible for the rise of Magadha. 

8. Explain the circumstances leading to the partition of India in 1947. 	 25 

OR 

Write a critical note on the 18 th  century debate in Indian History. 

OR 

Critically evaluate the major literary works of the Gupta period. 
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